
King Wastealot’s  
Picnic



King Wastealot lived in a very large castle on 
top of a hill. 

All around his castle were beautiful gardens 
and, whenever he could, the King would take his 
meals outside and have a picnic. 

He would go out for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

In fact, King Wastealot loved his picnics so much 
that one day he decided to have a huge picnic 
and invite everyone in the kingdom.





People travelled from all corners to a beautiful part 
of the countryside in the middle of the kingdom. 

They brought lots of food with them and spread 
out picnic rugs on the ground. 

Some people were dancing and singing and 
playing music; others were putting on plays, and 
everyone was having a fantastic time. 

Even the local wildlife came to watch and join in. 





Everyone sang, danced, played and ate until 
the sun started to go down and it was time to 
go home.

They all packed up their rugs and instruments, 
and headed home with wonderful memories of 
a great day out.





The picnic had been such a success that the 
following year King Wastealot decided to hold 
another picnic at the same place.

The invitations went out, and there was great 
excitement throughout the whole kingdom. 
Everyone was terribly excited and couldn’t wait 
for the big day to arrive.





But when everyone got to the picnic site, they were 
horrified. Litter was scattered everywhere and 
there was a really horrible smell coming from it.

The King did not understand. “Where did all this 
mess come from?” he demanded.

A young boy called James had been looking at 
the mess. He answered: “I think this is our rubbish 
from the last picnic – I recognise the juice bottles 
and crisp packets.”

The King looked shocked. “But how can that be?” 
he asked. “The picnic took place a year ago!”





“I think I can explain,” said James. “I have been 
learning about this at school.

“It can take up to two years for a banana skin or 
apple core to rot away if we leave it lying on the 
ground. Things like plastic bottles, crisp packets, 
yoghurt pots and sweetie wrappers will never ever 
rot away!”

“That is terrible,” said the King.

“But that is not the worst of it, though,” said James.





“All this litter can be really bad for the animals 
which live around here. They can get stuck inside 
bottles and cans, mistake litter for food and 
choke or be poisoned, or can be cut by broken 
glass. Litter can also blow out to sea on the wind 
and be mistaken for food by animals that live in 
the sea.”

The King felt terrible.

Something had to be done.





So James, the King and all the people from 
the kingdom worked together to clear up the 
picnic site. 

They filled lots of bags with litter and 
collected together all the items that could be 
recycled and made into new things. 

Very soon the whole area was tidy again, and 
the animals started coming back to see what 
was happening.





Once the area was clear, everyone sat down 
to the best picnic they had ever had.

Even the animals joined in the dancing, and a 
great time was had by all.





As the sun was setting everyone tidied away 
all the mess, and the countryside looked 
beautiful again.

“Can we do this again next year?” James 
asked the King.





“Definitely,” said the King, “but next time 
let’s try not to make so much rubbish!”

“And remember to take away all our litter,” 
added James.

“HOORAY” shouted everyone!





Discussion topics:

E	Animals	do	not	just	live	in	the	
countryside.	What	types	of	animals	
might	come	into	your	playground?	

E	What	types	of	animal	might	live	in	
your	town?

E	How	might	the	litter	that	has	been	
dropped	in	your	town	end	up	in	the	
countryside	or	the	sea?

E	Can	you	find	some	pictures	of	animals	
that	have	been	hurt	by	litter?

E	Can	you	think	of	any	other	problems	
caused	by	dropping	litter?

E	What	can	you	do	to	help	stop	litter?

E	How	could	the	people	in	the	story	
produce	less	litter	at	their	picnic?
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